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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A digital contents superdistribution method through 
digital contents download services, the superdistribution method comprising: 

accessing by a first user a server providing digital contents download services via a first 
communication network to make payment for digital contents on the server, and receiving a 
download of the digital contents on which a security code is set; 

after the first user makes the payment to the server, distributing the downloaded digital 
contents from the first user to a second user; 

if the distributed digital contents are executed on the second user's computer, accessing 
the server automatically via the first or another communication network; and 

after the server is accessed and payment for the distributed digital contents is made by 
the second user, offering a predetermined compensation via the server to the first user who 
received the downloaded digital contents. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 , wherein, if the distributed digital 
contents are executed on the second user's computer, further accessing the server due to a 
failure of a security check on the security code set on the distributed digital contents. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 , wherein, if the server is 
accessed and payment for the distributed digital contents is made by the second user, further 
resetting the security code set on the distributed digital contents for the second user who made 
the payment. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

further distributing the distributed digital contents on which the security code is reset to a 
third user; 

if payment for the further distributed digital contents is made by the third user, offering via 
the server a predetermined compensation to the second user who further distributed the 
distributed digital contents, and 



2 



Serial No. 09/783,560 
if payment for the further distributed digital contents is made by the third user, the security 
code which has been set on the distributed digital contents is reset for the third user who made 
the payment. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 

further distributing the downloaded digital contents to additional users by the second user 
who received the distributed digital contents; and 

repeating said further distributing by the additional users to still other additional users 
hierarchically. 

6. (ORIGINAL) A digital contents superdistribution method through digital contents 
download services, the superdistribution method comprising: 

downloading to a first client the digital contents on which a security code is set from a 
server, which provides digital contents download services and to which the first client both 
accessed via a communication network and made payment for the digital contents; 

receiving at the server an access request from a second client via a second 
communication network if the downloaded digital contents are distributed from the first client to 
the second client and are executed on the second client; and 

offering via the server the first client a predetermined compensation if the second client 
makes payment for the distributed digital contents. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the access request is automatically made 
owing to a failure of a security check on a security code set on the distributed digital contents 
which are executed on the second client. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein, if the second client makes payment for 
the distributed digital contents, resetting via the server the security code on the distributed digital 
contents for the second client. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 8, further comprising 

offering via the server a predetermined compensation to the second client who has 
further distributed the digital contents on which the security code is reset to an additional client if 
the digital contents on which the security code is reset is distributed to additional clients and 
payment for the digital contents on which a security code is reset is made; and 
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if payment for the digital contents on which the security code is reset is made, resetting 
the security code on the digital contents for the additional client who makes the payment. 

10. (ORIGINAL) A digital contents superdistribution system comprising: 
a server computer to provide digital contents download services; 

a first user computer connected to said server computer via a communication network, 
said first user computer makes payment for digital contents, and receives download services of 
the digital contents on which a security code is set from said server computer; and 

a second user computer that receives a copy of the digital contents of the first user 
computer, is connected to said server computer via a second communication network, and is 
automatically connected to said server computer if the copy of the digital contents distributed by 
said first user computer are executed by said second user computer, 

wherein, 

if the copy of the digital contents distributed by said first user computer are 
executed on said second user computer, said second user computer accesses said server 
computer due to a failure of a security check on the security code set on the copy of the digital 
contents, and 

if said second user computer accesses said server to make payment for the copy 
of the digital contents, a predetermined compensation is offered to a first user of said first user 
computer who has distributed the copy of the digital contents received by said second user 
computer. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 10, wherein, if said second user computer makes 
payment for the copy of the digital contents, said server computer resets the security code on the 
copy of the digital contents of said second user computer. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of distributing digital contents using a server, 
comprising: 

receiving at the server an indication from a receiving client through a communication 
network that the receiving client received a copy of digital contents from a distributing client, the 
distributing client having previously offered compensation for the digital contents using the 
server, with the indication including an identification of the distributing client and that the 
receiving client is compliant with a license for the digital contents; and 

offering compensation using the server to the distributing client after said receiving at the 
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server the indication from the receiving client. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, further comprising 

setting by the server the identification of the distributing client on the digital contents prior 
to said receiving the indication from the receiving client, said setting the identification comprising 
setting a distributing client security code for the digital contents; and 

resetting the distributing client security code for the copy of the digital contents to a 
receiving client security code using the server through the communication network if the 
receiving client is compliant with the license. 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of distributing digital contents, comprising: 
verifying at a server that a first client is compliant with a license for the digital contents 

through a first communication network prior to allowing the first client to access the digital 
contents; 

receiving by a second client a copy of the verified digital contents of the first client; 

verifying at the server that the second client is compliant with the license for the digital 
contents through the first or a second communications network prior to allowing the second 
client to access the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client; and 

offering compensation to the first client if the second client is verified to be compliant with 
the license. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein 

said verifying at the server that the first client is compliant comprises setting a first 
security code for the digital contents that allows the first client to access the digital contents, and 

said verifying at the server that the second client is compliant comprises resetting the first 
security code for the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client to a second security 
code that allows the second client to access the digital contents. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 15, wherein said verifying at the server that the 
second client is compliant further comprises receiving a payment from the second client prior to 
resetting the first security code to the second security code. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein said receiving by the second client 
comprises receiving the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client from the first client. 
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18. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein said receiving by the second client 
comprises receiving the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client from a third client, 
where the third client was not compliant with the license. 

1 9. (ORIGINAL) A distributing system to manage the distribution of digital contents 
having a license, comprising: 

a first client having the digital contents and the license, where said first client is verified to 
be compliant with the license; 

a second client having a copy of the verified digital contents of said first client; and 
a server that 

verifies through a communication network whether said second client is compliant 
with the license for the digital contents, where said second client cannot access the copy of the 
verified digital contents of said first client unless said server verifies said second client is 
compliant with the license, and 

offers compensation to said first client if said second client is verified to be 
compliant with the license. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The distributing system of claim 19, wherein said server further 

sets a first security code for the digital contents that allows said first client to access the 
digital contents in order to verify that said first client is compliant with the license, and 

resets the first security code for the copy of the verified digital contents of said first client 
to a second security code that allows said second client to access the digital contents in order to 
verify that said second client is compliant with the license. 

21 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 4, further comprising repeating said further 
distributing and offering the predetermined compensation hierarchically. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, further comprising repeating hierarchically said 
further distributing by and offering the predetermined compensation to the additional client to 
additionally distribute the digital contents to still other additional clients. 
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